
ROSS C. TODD SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION 
2020 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Carefully read and follow the instructions included with this application. Only fully completed applications will be considered by the Committee. This form may be duplicated, but only if instructions are also included. It is preferred that you E-Mail the completed application and accompanying documentation to Chairperson Anita Adkins at rossctoddscholarship@gmail.com.  All documents should be attached as either a Microsoft Word Document or a PDF file.  If documents absolutely cannot be E-mailed, they can be mailed as follows:  Anita Adkins, Chairperson; NFBWV Scholarship Committee; 405 Center Avenue; Romney, WV 26757. All applications must be received on or before March 15, 2020. If you have questions, please call the Chair at 301-876-8669 or send an email to rossctoddscholarship@gmail.com.  

Instructions:  To complete this application, arrow to the line where you want to write your entry.  Hit the (End-Key) so that your cursor is placed after the colon or question mark.  You can then start typing.  
Complete Name:  

Mailing Address:  

City/State/Zip Code:  

Primary Phone Number(s):  

Date of Birth:  

High School Seniors Only:  If available, send copies of all score reports such as ACT, SAT, etc.  
School Currently Attending:  

School’s Mailing Address:  

City/State/Zip Code:  

Class Standing (e.g., freshman, senior, etc.):  

Cumulative GPA:  

School you will attend in Fall 2020:  

Classification in Fall Semester 2020 (freshman, sophomore, etc.) 

School’s Mailing Address:  

City/State/Zip Code:  

Is this an online school?  

Traditional School?  

State Your Major (If in high school, state your proposed major when you enter college):  

Vocational Goal:  

List any other postsecondary institutions you have attended:  

Awards and Honors (attach separate sheet if necessary):  

Community Service (attach separate sheet if necessary):  

When did you become legally blind (year)?  

Visual Acuity and/or Degree of Visual Field Loss:  

Cause of Blindness:  

How did you hear about this scholarship?  

Would you like to be added to the NFB National Association of Blind Students Listserv?  
ROSS C. TODD SCHOLARSHIP FUND INSTRUCTIONSPRIVATE 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Each year at its State Convention, the National Federation of the Blind of West Virginia (NFBWV) awards scholarships to recognize the achievement of blind scholars. This year we will be awarding two $1,000 scholarships.  Applicants for these scholarships must be: 1) legally blind, 2) residents of West Virginia, 3) pursuing or planning to pursue a fulltime, postsecondary course of study at an accredited baccalaureate institution in the fall of 2020.

CRITERIA: All scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic excellence, leadership ability, community service, and financial need. Previous winners and others who have applied in the past are encouraged to reapply.
MEMBERSHIP: The National Federation of the Blind of West Virginia is dedicated to providing opportunities for all blind people. Recipients need not be members of the National Federation of the Blind.

DEADLINE: All applications and accompanying documentation must be in the committee chair’s office no later than March 15, 2020.

WINNERS: The Scholarship Committee reviews all applications and selects all winners. The winners, the same number as there are scholarships to be awarded, will be notified of their selection in writing no later than March 22, 2020 and will be invited to be our guest at the NFBWV state convention at Federation expense. The convention is scheduled for the weekend of October 16-18, 2020 in Morgantown, West Virginia. 
A complete application includes a 2020 Ross C. Todd Scholarship Fund Application along with the following:

Applicant's Letter: Along with your application, please include a letter of 700 words or less that provides the following: general background information, a brief description of your education and employment goals, details of noteworthy accomplishments, and a concise summary of alternative techniques you have used to become a successful blind student. Finally, tell us how the scholarship would benefit you.  In other words:  The topic is you. The committee members want to know what sets you apart from other applicants: Who are you? What are your outstanding qualities? How do you handle your blindness? What makes you unique and qualifies you for a scholarship? 

· Transcripts: Provide a current official transcript from the institution you are attending as well as official transcripts from all postsecondary institutions you have attended. If you have not yet attended an institution of higher learning or have not completed one year of study at such an institution, provide an official high school transcript.  
· High school seniors only:  report(s) on college entrance examinations should be submitted.  send a copy of your report summary from the ACT, SAT, or other such standardized tests.  
· Certification of Legal Blindness:  This should be completed by an eye care specialist, a VI teacher, or a vocational rehabilitation counselor.  
· Recommendation Letters: Two letters of recommendation.  At least two letters of recommendation (LOR) are required; more letters are permitted. The best letters come from an authoritative source and provide verification of your excellence with examples of your level of scholarship, ability as a leader, community involvement, or fineness of character. The person writing the LOR may send the letter to us (via email or mail). 

· Acceptance Letter: High school seniors are required to provide the Committee with an acceptance letter from the school they plan to attend in the fall of 2020. However, the committee recognizes that many students will not receive this document prior to our deadline. Therefore, we require that all winners submit this document as soon as it is available, and applicants are advised that no funds will be disbursed to winners until we have received a copy thereof.

How to send your completed application and other required documents:  It is preferred that you E-Mail the completed application and accompanying documentation to Chairperson Anita Adkins at rossctoddscholarship@gmail.com.  All documents should be attached as either a Microsoft Word Document or a PDF file.  If documents absolutely cannot be E-mailed, they can be mailed as follows:  Anita Adkins, Chairperson; NFBWV Scholarship Committee; 405 Center Avenue; Romney, WV 26757. If you have questions, please call the Chair at 301-876-8669 or send an email to 
rossctoddscholarship@gmail.com.  

PLEASE NOTE: LATE OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE. All applications must be received in the Chairs office on or before March 15, 2020.
MORE ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP

Name of the Fund:  Ross C. Todd Scholarship Fund 

Purpose:  To honor the memory of Ross Clayton Todd by annually providing scholarship awards to West Virginia blind students, thus giving these students the opportunity to pursue higher education.  

Payment will be made to the college/university on the recipients’ behalf.  Should the scholarship amount exceed the tuition and fees for the school year at the college/university attended by the recipients, then the Foundation shall instruct the institution to distribute the balance to the recipient.  

Criteria of Eligibility 

Need or merit based:  A merit-based award open to West Virginia blind students.  Both graduating high school seniors and college upperclassmen, which at the time of application have achieved and maintained a 3.0 grade point average or better, are eligible to apply.  

All other considerations being equal, the two recipients having attained and maintained the highest-grade point average within the applicant pool shall be named as recipients.  

Residence:  West Virginia residents who are matriculating seniors or students already enrolled in a college/university.  

Level of study supported:  The scholarships are to be awarded for post-secondary studies at baccalaureate institutions.  

Limitation on place of study:  Recipients are not limited to attendance at a particular institution as long as they are enrolled in an accredited baccalaureate institution.  
Field of study and/or career guidelines:  Recipients are not limited to a field of study or career as long as it is with an accredited baccalaureate institution.  

Renewal:  The fact that an applicant has been a prior recipient shall not disqualify him or her from being considered for a current or future year of scholarship assistance, provided he or she has achieved and maintained a 3.0 GPA (grade point average) or better and is in good standing at the educational institution the student is attending.

What is meant by “legally blind” and “blind?”  

The NFB considers these two words as interchangeable. Among legally blind persons, only 20 percent are totally blind; the other 80 percent have some degree of vision. The United States Code's definition of blindness is the NFB's definition for our scholarship program. This federal definition is also required for most disability services and for special consideration from the IRS, Social Security, and other federal, state, and private organizations. The federal definition of "blindness" in the Supplemental Security Income program under Title XVI of the Social Security Act currently states:  

"An individual shall be considered to be blind for purposes of this title if he/she has central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with the use of a correcting lens. An eye which is accompanied by a limitation in the fields of vision such that the widest diameter of the visual field subtends an angle no greater than twenty degrees shall be considered for purposes of the first sentence of this subsection as having a central visual acuity of 20/200 or less.”  

NFB Translation: If you wear your glasses or contacts (or both) and then are measured on an eye chart as seeing 20/200 or less, or if the width of vision for both of your eyes totals an arc of twenty degrees or less, then you are legally blind according to this federal definition. 

If you are legally blind in only one eye, you do not qualify for this scholarship program.  

Who is a “qualified authority” who can certify that a student is legally blind?  

Qualified authorities include a professional in eye care or a medical doctor, or a professional in the education or rehabilitation of persons who are legally blind.  Do not send us actual medical records full of abbreviations that only another doctor can understand. If we cannot tell from the document sent to us whether you are blind in both eyes according to the legal definition, you will not be considered eligible for our scholarships. You may send a copy of an original document which certifies that you are legally blind.  


